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Funding priorities:  

• Water: We support programs aimed at protecting natural water sources, including rivers, 
streams, lakes, aquifers, and springs, as well as their supporting watersheds. Examples of 
programs include:  

• Strategic and effective preservation of land and native habitats along key waterways  
• Removal of invasive aquatic species from freshwater systems  
• Natural areas: We support the protection and stewardship of ecologically-functional natural 

areas. Examples of programs include:  
• Protection and restoration of imperiled and native ecosystems and habitats  
• Removal or reduction of invasive, non-native species posing threats or harm to natural 

communities in conjunction with replanting of native species and continued management  
• Enhanced monitoring and enforcement of existing natural areas  
• Collaboration with local landowners and communities to develop compatible use plans and a 

common vision for natural and cultural landscapes  
• Native wildlife: We support programs which focus on protecting and sustaining native 

wildlife. Examples of programs include:  
• Projects that pursue innovative strategies for people and wildlife to co-exist and thrive  
• Monitoring of threatened or imperiled wildlife species, in particular predators, for the purpose 

of land use planning that would facilitate improved habitat quality and connectivity  
• Environmental education and awareness: The Fund supports projects that raise public 

awareness of environmental issues, inform and engage citizens, and build a future 
generation of environmental activists. Special attention is given to projects that provide, 
encourage and support interactive and hands-on experiences out in nature.   

EFT generally does not fund requests for the following:   
• Lobbying and political campaigns  
• Endowment funds  
• Programs/Projects with arts as the primary focus  
• Fundraising Events  
• Conferences  
• Animal welfare programs  
• Private foundations  



Grant Guidelines  

If, after reviewing the Fund’s mission, funding priorities, and guidelines, you believe that your 
organization or program closely aligns with our priorities, you may begin the application process. 

   
Who We Fund: The Environmental Fund of Texas provides grants to 501c3 organizations 

whose primary mission is preserving the natural environment in Texas and doing critical work 
relating to EFT’s funding priorities.   

• We only make grants to 501c3 organizations in good standing with the IRS and with EFT.   
• Each organization may apply for grant funding multiple times throughout the year.   
• Multi-year grants are offered only through our new Tier 4 level of funding.   
• Although the Fund will not directly acquire real property nor undertake legal advocacy, we may 

consider requests to support land protection through fee simple purchases or the 
establishment of conservation easements and may support the charitable, conservation 
advocacy of grantees, consistent with Austin Community Foundation policies and the Fund’s 
Advisory Committee recommendations.  

• Any collaborative grants must include a separate application for each organization applying. 
   

  
 
Tier 1: Grassroots / Startup - $2,500 or less  
 Tier 1 grants are intended for smaller organizations seeking operational funding. Applications for 

this tier of funding do not have to be project-based.   
  

Tier 2: Critical Campaigns and Projects - Up to $12,000   
Tier 2 grants are for projects, programs, and campaigns that empower public awareness and 

address the most immediate threats to natural environments in Texas.  
   

Tier 3: Collaborative Initiatives - Up to $25,000  
You must inform us of your interest by completing our eligibility quiz. If you initially qualify we will 

request a Letter of Interest (LOI)  from you. For Tier 3 we look for organizations partnering with 
multiple stakeholders to accomplish something larger than an individual organization could do on its 
own. Each organization will need to submit a separate application and budget, referencing the 
collaboration. It is possible that we may request an in person meeting, site visit, or teleconference 
during our review process for Tier 3 grants and that will be determined on a case by case basis.  

Tier 4: Multi-year Grants - Up to $50,000 spread over multiple years  
Grants from Tiers 2 and 3 may extend up to 3-year commitments pending annual evaluation and 

reporting compliance. Please designate upon applying that your grant request is for Tier 4 funding 
no matter which Tier each years funding will fall within (2 or 3).  

 
 



 

Application and Selection Timeline for the 2019 Grant Period  

Tier 1 and Tier 2: The online application process is two-stage with an eligibility quiz linked on 
our website and an application which will only be emailed if you meet our eligibility requirements. 
Fund staff may request additional information to make a decision. All applicants applying for Tiers 1 
and 2 should receive final notification of selection or denial within one month of application 
submission.   

Tier 3: The online application process comprises three stages, with an eligibility quiz, a single 
page Letter of Inquiry (LOI), and a grant proposal application. This level of funding requires 
collaboration among multiple entities, thereby extending the review process, which may involve 
requests for additional information. Only those applicants that receive favorable responses to their 
LOI will be sent the application to apply. We strive to provide final determinations within two months 
of the approval of LOI. Each entity must submit their own request for funding and provide their own 
budget.  

 
Apply for an EFT Grant  

You must apply for an Environmental Fund of Texas grant online. Applicants must 
successfully complete our eligibility quiz in order to receive an email with the link to the grant 
application. You may access the link to the eligibility quiz via our website at efundtexas.org  

While we recognize that many organizations are doing critical work to protect the natural 
environments of Texas, we have limited funds and anticipate that we will not be able to select all 
applicants for funding.  

Grant Reporting  

Grant recipients will be required to submit annual grant evaluation reports as defined in the               
grant agreement. The Environmental Fund of Texas relies on grant reporting to evaluate the              
success towards project and program achievement and will improve an organization’s ability to             
acquire future funding.   

Ready to apply for a grant? Return to efundtexas.org  


